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.~ Alook into Carlisle’s past with history editor

1837, John
Kent was
appointed

IR ———— to the newly
formed Carlisle City Police Force. He was,
almost certainly Britain’s first black police
officer. A black person would have been a rare
sight in 1837 so how did this come about? ~ t
In the late 18th Century, Thomas Kent, a
black African and a victim of the slave trade
arrived in England from the Caribbean and John Kent, Britain's first black policeman, second from the left,
landed in Whitehaven. He was a servant at from a painting by Mark Custerson (hanging at Carleton Hall).
Calder Abbey and after seven or eight years
he went to sea before returning to Carlisle .
where he married a Cumbrianggirl. They had I e regarf:l ks oghs
ten children, one of whom ﬁawng served the
a son, John Kent, was born JOhn Kent city for many years as

at the family home at Low a policeman, one of

Hesket, Carlisle, sometime Brltaln,s flrSt bIaCk the original ‘Bob-

. bies’, he entered the
between 1795 and 1805. pollcema n cerotantal A s

John grew up in the area
and married a girl from Longtown. : anfi North W;stem

] Railway Company and in that service he
He died on Monday, 19 July 1886, aged 88, ended his days as an attendant at one of
at his home in Henry Street, Carlisle and was the waiting-rooms at Citadel station’. He
interred in Carlisle Cemetery. ‘Black Kent was then an old man of 88 years of e;ge lor
is dead,” announced the ‘Carlisle Journal.’ 91, according to Kent himself]
‘Death of a Carlisle Noteable’ stated the Car- h 4 of his poli e d
lisle Patriot. Yesterday, there were interred at {ok A Hzas ?rou < b 151,{205& L gl
the Carlisle Cemetery the mortal remains of kel policemien e A ked i rem;lm;ced
one of the oldest and best known inhabitants about his experiences. It appears he ha

plenty to talk about. One of his earliest ar-

of this city, John Kent, popularly known as s ol
‘Black Kent,’ he being of negro descent. rests, was that of two hotel ‘coiners’. He d
oo 3 tell of how he captured one and chained
i hx’s po John K'er}t b .blg powerful him to the fire-grate in his own home
e Said Wb Patrist, Jeporig AR ON€  hefore placing an empty pistol on the table
time e employediiging pavements in and telling his wife to shoot the man if he
the city and ‘Crowds gathered to watch the so much as attempted to escape. He then
tremendous blows dealt with his pavior’s went off and caught the other offender.
beater.’ So unusual was the sight of any black ) 21 iher occasion, he arrested a man
person in the city at that time, let alone a for a robbery committed near Wigton. In

policeman, that “Black Kent’s coming” became order to put the offender off his guard B
a household term used to frighten mischie- feigned drunkenness, ‘but the villain was

V}S o chlldrgn il biflzwng [hgn‘l;flvisk Buf soon to discover that what he supposed
the fmprutattankme Ll-cESCIVED Kinels Kt to be a staggering inebriate was in fact a

in the flesh was a quiet, inoffensive man with (10 guardian of the peace with all his
senses about him.’

=
L This is only a very brief synopsis of John Kent's story, described
in full (5 pages) in‘Watching Over Carlisle’ available from
p—. http://www.p3publications.com
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a positive fondness for the children who

T

CROWN STREET
GABIN No.7

Above: The signal box at Citadel Station, known for years

&

afterwards as Kent's cabin. It was here that Edward VII, tf "Braok Kewr o ded. o o C
when a boy, asked ‘Is that Uncle Tom's Cabin’, on seeing 0ue which woald have hed mach wre ae
Kent at the window from the Royal train. Right: Death Ef!y vears ago thao it has to.day “Thes }m:;
notices from the Journal and the Patriot Xent” was a policeman in 6

“ one of the first .n.,.:?.‘:,..ffl.e. o.‘.‘,),mhf h:.mA"—
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